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Laura Zamudio

Becoming a part of the Ronald E McNair Scholars Program was
one of the best decisions I have made while attending Eastern
Washington University. As a first generation student, this program
has allowed me to meet some of the most influential professors,
staff, and McNair scholars who have given me the confidence to
apply and pursue graduate school after my undergraduate degree.

This program has also given me unconditional support
by providing me opportunities to present research, attend
professional conferences, and visit graduate school programs.
This support allowed me to enhance my writing and curriculum
vitae as I went through my process of graduate school application.

When I first arrived as a McNair scholar, I had no idea on how I
would begin my graduate school application process. However,
after a whole summer of conducting research and having weekly
seminars, I was able to connect with professors and staff who
understood my cultural background and gave me the resources to
apply to seven graduate programs. This was a rigorous process,
but McNair gave me the academic, financial, and emotional
support necessary to finish strong.

I am now getting ready to begin my first quarter in a Ph.D.
program in Curriculum and Instruction—Mathematics Education
at Florida International University, with full funding. Joining the
McNair family has been one of the best decisions I have made as
an undergraduate!

Before you can make a dream come true,

you must first have one.
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