
To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also 
dream; not only plan, but also believe.

Impact Stories: Toppenish High School, Yakima Valley College Upward Bound

Martimeano Villa
TRIO Upward Bound

I have had the fortunate experience of being part of the Upward Bound program at 
Yakima Valley College and the family it provides. Through its support and guidance 
during times of family trauma and adversity, I have become an independent, persistent 
and active individual. Joining Upward Bound has helped me become a stronger student 
who has learned to embrace the opportunities education provides, rather than let 
my struggles define me. Recently I began a Gay-Straight Alliance club at my rural, 
conservative high school where I hope to expand the message of acceptance and 
perseverance to younger students that have faced similar struggles as my own. The 
confidence and resiliency I have developed while participating in Upward Bound has 
inspired me to reach for college and scholarship opportunities that few students in my 
community pursue. I was recently awarded the Horatio Alger National Scholar Award, 
a $25,000 scholarship only awarded to 106 students per year nationally. I plan to use 
this scholarship to advance my education and increase my opportunities to serve others.
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