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Ricardo Ely
McNair Scholar Program

My name is Ricardo Ely, I am currently a senior at Eastern 
Washington University double-majoring in biology and geology. 
My aim is to become a vertebrate paleontologist, studying extinct 
fossil forms and their evolution through time. As an undergraduate 
student, I have been fortunate enough to conduct research in this 
field, and this is all thanks to the Ronald E. McNair Program at 
EWU. 

I have worked on a description of 26 million year old fossil 
skinks from South Australia as part of my research internship 
with the McNair Program. My advisor for this project is Dr. Judd 
Case. The program supported a visit to the San Diego Natural 
History Museum to perform comparative work on skeletal skink 
material. Without Dr. Case and the McNair Program’s assistance, 
I would not have been able to be exposed to wonderful research 
opportunities to prepare me for graduate school. 

The McNair program has led to success in acceptance to graduate 
school: I have been accepted to a Master’s Program through 
the Department of Animal Biology at the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign, and a Master’s Program in Geological 
Sciences at Indiana University. In addition, I am of Latino 
background, and look forward to increasing diversity in the field 
of vertebrate paleontology, one of the main goals of the McNair 
Program. 

Before you can make a dream come true,  
you must first have one.
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