(4] Impact Stories: Skagit Valley College, Student Success Services

Adam Mager

I always aspired to pursue higher education but after high school,
I did not have the financial means to do so and instead I joined
the Navy. Ten days after my military service, I started college a
s a first-generation student. The adjustment to civilian/student
life was challenging. Fortunately, I was introduced to the TRIO
Student Support Services Program at Skagit Valley College.
TRIO played a crucial role in my transition to student life and
postsecondary education.

When I struggled with classes, TRIO coordinated tutoring for
me. When I sought guidance, they provided advice and support.
They were relentlessly there with me every step of the way. The
invaluable information and guidance I was provided helped me
to understand my educational opportunities and pursue my
academic goals.

The TRIO counselors’ genuine care for my success provided me
the tools and motivation to overcome adversity and ultimately
achieve a Student Achievement Award and Baccalaureate
degree. Since graduation, I have worked as a Logistics Specialist
at the VA Puget Sound Health Care System but recently moved
to the DC area and began working at the Pentagon as a visual
information specialist.

As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the

TRIO highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.
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