Scholar Program

Impact Stories: Eastern Washington University, McNair Scholar Program

Mikaila Leyva

Before learning about the Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program,
I was a good student, but I knew nothing about graduate school,
and I never thought I would be in a position to go. Being a first
generation college student and coming from a low-income
household, graduate school seemed out of reach from me.
However, the McNair program changed that.

After being accepted into the program, I was given the materials
and lessons needed to further my academic career by people who
understood where I came from and what obstacles I faced. If you
are the first one in your family to enter higher education there is
a noticeable gap of knowledge in how to navigate the world of
academia.

The McNair program gave me the tools and skills I needed to
become competitive when applying to graduate school and how
to do it. By far the best thing they gave me was belief in myself
through their constant support and encouragement. I am now
attending my first semester at The University of Notre Dame, and
the Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program made it possible.

Before you can make a dream come true,

you must first have one.
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