
Impact Stories: Peninsula College, Upward Bound

Chad Larson
TRIO Upward Bound

The Upward Bound program has changed my life in many 
incredible ways. With the help of this program I was able to get the 
assistance I needed to graduate. The awesome tutoring program 
helped me excel in the classes I had trouble with. The cultural 
activities helped me flourish into the person I am today. Not to 
mention, I learned how to apply to college, do my FAFSA, and 
ask for help. College was not easy to juggle on top of supporting 
myself, but the Upward Bound staff was always there with just one 
phone call. Upward Bound also helped me prepare for some of the 
life events they don’t teach you in public school. I learned how to 
balance a check book, prepare taxes, cook, and budget finances. 

Since high school graduation I have attended and graduated from 
Universal Technical Institute, the most prestigious technical 
school in the US. I recently move home from Utah where I 
serviced the over-the-road trucks that deliver all the goods we use 
today. Now that I have returned home I work at our local Ford 
dealership and am able to help my mom financially!

http://www.pencol.edu/upward-bound

To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also 
dream; not only plan, but also believe.
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