o Impact Stories: Evergreen State College, Student Success Services

Eric Kiger

The TRIO program provided the support and encouragement I
needed to not only earn my bachelor’s degree, but to change my
career trajectory in the process, thus finding my true passion.

As a first generation college student I lacked the knowledge
necessary to succeed in a higher education setting. When I
attempted to attend college the first time as a traditional age student
I had no guidance, this caused me to struggle with balancing
supporting myself by working full time while taking classes at a
community college on a part time basis. This experience was so
difficult it caused me to give up on my college dreams for over ten
years before I enrolled at The Evergreen State College.

TRIO support classes at Evergreen exposed me to first generation
professionals who had become successful, and provided resources
to help me achieve that same success. The TRIO Class taught by
Stacia Pomerenk my senior year supported student’s short and
long range planning for their academic steps post-graduation. The
research in this class helped me discover that my passion lies in
public service; I am now working as an Academic Advisor and
pursuing a Master’s in Public Administration.

Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember,
TRIO you have within you the strength, the patience, and the
oSt surReaT seavices passion to reach for the stars to change the world.
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