Impact Stories: Washington State University, Student Success Services

Hilda Gonzalez

As a first generation, low-income, non-traditional, transfer student to
attend a four (4) year university, TRiO helped me navigate the university
environment. The staff of the program provided one-on-one academic
and career counseling in order for me to complete and earn my degree in
a timely manner. The program provided financial support through the use
of the textbook library system to off-set the cost of attendance, provided
access to computer use, internet, and printing services. In addition,
the program provided opportunities for personal and professional
development by offering career opportunity workshops, financial
literacy, mock interviews, job fair guidance and support. The counselors
assisted with academic counseling, letters of recommendations, and
career guidance.

After having graduated from WSU, I pursued an MPA at EWU. Shortly
after graduating at EWU, I applied for positions within city government
and higher education. I obtained a position as the Administrative
Assistant to the Vice President for Instruction & Student Services and
a position as an adjunct faculty for the Adult Basic Education (ABE)
program at Yakima Valley Community College (YVCC) and have
been working as the administrative assistant for over a year and two (2)
quarters as adjunct faculty at YVCC.

Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember,
you have within you the strength, the patience, and the
passion to reach for the stars to change the world.
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