Impact Stories: Washington State University (Tri-Cities), Upward Bound

Kelly Fick

I clung to the log and peeked down the Giant’s Ladder. 35 feet below, I
caught sight of my TRIO Upward Bound teammates. I surpassed the UB
climbing record, by myself. As I finally made it down to the welcomed
sanctuary, my team surrounded and applauded me. It was the first step
with my new, second family, and since that day three years ago we have
traveled miles.

Staff members have given me tools and assistance to follow the college
treasure map. They have helped me become more independent, step out of
my comfort zone and become more confident in my future and how to get
there. My forehead wrinkles over college costs. My college-going brother
and sister constantly call for food money. My parents and I go weeks
without groceries. I, apply for scholarships.

I spend a LOT of time with TRIO. My favorite journey was to Western
Washington University’s College Quest and my Environmental Science
and Sustainability course. I discovered my dream university and career
there. Without UB sponsoring me, there was no way my parents could have
afforded sending me.

I met the Upward Bound involvement challenge and became insanely
involved in school activities. For TRIO, I am a three-year, Leadership
Team/Student Advisory Council participant. This holds the most meaning
to me. It is where [ have learned the most leadership skills. I see how I have
changed and grown. I now realize my own type of leadership. Being on the
team helped me recognize where I can excel and break boundaries.

TRIO Before you can make a dream come true,
you must first have one.

UPWARD BOUND
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