
Impact Stories: Peninsula College, Upward Bound

Cat Dumler
TRIO Upward Bound

While in high school Peninsula College’s Upward Bound program 
gave me a place to get my homework done, a place ONLY 
homework was allowed. To some students that wasn’t what they 
were looking for but for me, it was exactly what I needed most. 
I can be a master procrastinator and always have been. That 
being said UB made sure that I actually did my assignments and 
got them turned in on time no matter how badly I wanted to do 
something else. When it came to college; it was always my plan 
to go but it also seemed like it was going to be impossible to do. 
There was so much happening at home and so many other siblings 
that had needs, I knew I was going to have to do this on my own. 
Through the program I realized how attainable college actually is 
and they really helped me achieve this goal.

Some of my best memories are the ones I made with my friends 
who were in the program with me, friends I will have for my 
lifetime. Currently I am a full time college student at Edmonds 
Community College in the construction management program 
as well as a part time checker at Safeway. I plan to transfer to 
Central Washington University after getting my two year degree. 
I am so grateful to the staff at Peninsula College’s Upward Bound 
program as they have made a difference in my life and now are 
serving my sister and brother as well. They will have transformed 
the college going culture in our family. 

http://www.pencol.edu/upward-bound

As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the 
highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.
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