
Impact Stories: Peninsula College, Upward Bound

Bethany Bond
TRIO Upward Bound

I was selected to participate in the Upward Bound program at 
Peninsula College my freshman year of high school. Initially, I 
wanted to join because my sister was in it, but later found Upward 
Bound to be a place that accepted me for all my uniqueness and 
quirky nature. My time in Upward Bound gave me a real sense of 
my purpose. Each summer I took a Creative Writing course, which 
is what sparked my interest as a write and my path to becoming 
an English teacher.

In 2013 I completed my AA degree at Peninsula College while 
working for the very Upward Bound program that prepared me 
to be a college student. I always knew I would go to college even 
though I knew it would be a struggle financially for my parent’s 
to contribute. I took a year off between degrees to work in the 
Port Angeles Schools as a para educator to confirm this was the 
direction I would take under advice of my Upward Bound advisor. 
I am now attending Western Washington University working on 
my Bachelor’s in Elementary Education. 

http://www.pencol.edu/upward-bound

Change will not come if we wait for some other person, or if we wait 
for some other time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.  

We are the change that we seek.
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